Add9 vs Sus9 vs Add2 vs Sus Chords (What They Mean

Printer-friendly reference. Key idea: what happens to the 3rd determines the chord name.

Add9
Meaning: a normal triad with the 9 added (same pitch class as the 2, but typically voiced
above the 3rd). The 3rd stays.

Examples:

Cadd9 = C-E-G-D (1-3-5-9)

Am(add9) = A-C-E-B (1-b3-5-9)

Add2

Meaning: also a triad with the added note being the 2. In practice, guitar players often use
add2 and add9 interchangeably because voicings vary. The 3rd stays.

Example:

Cadd2 = C-D-E-G (1-2-3-5)

Rule of thumb (add2 vs add9):

If the added note is voiced up high (above the 3rd), people tend to write add9. If it's
clustered low next to the 3rd, people tend to write add?2.

Suspended chords (sus)
“Sus” means the 3rd is removed and replaced by another tone. Sus chords sound open
and unresolved.

Common types:

Csus4 = C—F-G (1-4-5) [3rd replaced by 4]

Csus2 = C-D-G (1-2-5) [3rd replaced by 2]

Sus9 / 9sus (two different common meanings)
1) “Sus9” used as a triad-style label (less formal)

Some players write sus9 to mean sus4 plus a 9: 1-4-5-9. That’s basically “sus4(add9)”.
C(sus9) = C—F-G-D (1-4-5-9)

2) “9sus” (more standard in jazz/pop charts)

9sus usually means a dominant sus chord with b7 and 9 present: 1-4-5-b7-9 (and the 3rd

is still absent).

G9sus = G—-C-D-F-A (1-4-5-b7-9)

Quick cheat sheet

add9 / add2: 3rd stays

sus2 / sus4: 3rd is removed

sus(add9): 3rd removed + 9 added (often written sus4(add9))
9sus: usually dominant sus with b7 and 9

Tip: When you see “sus”, assume there is NO 3rd unless explicitly written.



