Chord Formula Charts

The following chart gives a comprehensive list of chord formulas, together with an example based
on the C Scale:

CHORD NAME CHORD FORMULA EXAMPLE
Major 135 & CEG

Suspended 145 ' Csus: CFG

Major add Ninth 13589 Cadd?9: CEGD

Minor 1535 Cm: C EbG
Augmented 1345 Caug: C E G#

Major Sixth 1356 Cé: CEGA

Major Sixth add Ninth| 1 3 5 6 9 C6/9: CEGAD
Minor Sixth 1b3 56 Cmé: CEbG A

Minor Sixth add Ninth| 1 b3 5 6 9 Cmé/9: CEbG AD
Seventh 1 3 50b7 - C7: C E G Bb
Seventh Suspended 1 4 5b7 C7sus: CF G Bb

Minor Seventh . | 1b3 5 b7 Cm?7: C EbC Bb
Diminished Sevanth , 1 b3 b5 7 Cdim: C EbGbhBW (A)
Major Seventh 1357 Cmaj7: CEG 3

Minor Major Seventh | 1 b3 5 7 Cm(maj7): C EbG B

Ninth 1 135479 C9: CEGBbMID
Minor Ninth 1b3 567 9 Cmo: CEbG B,D
Major Ninth 13579 Cmaj9: CEGBD
Eleventh - 13 5b7 9 11 c11: CE*GBhDF
Minor Eleventh 153 5567 9 11 .Cm11: C EbG BbD F
Thirteenth 135b7 9 11* 13 C13: CEGBbhD F* A
Minor Thirteenth 153 5b7 9 11* 13| Cm13: C EbG BbD F* A

“indicates that a note is optional.
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The Altered G
This n ex& st “‘-f;cgé{u}-es chords which have a slight alteration to one of the given formul:
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and are therefore called altered chords.

CHORD NAME CHORD FORMULA EXAMPLE

Major Flat Fifth 1 35b5 Cbhs: . C E Gb

Minor Seventh Flat Fifth 1 b3 b5 b7 Cm7b5: C EbGh Bb
Seventh Sharp Fifth 1 345 b7 C7 #s: C E G#Bb
Seventh Flat Fifth 1 3 b5 b7 C7b5: C E GbhBb
Seventh Sharp Ninth 1351749 | C789: CEGBbDS
Seventh Flat Ninth 1350b7b9 C7bh9: C E G BbDb
Seventh Sharp Fifth Flat Ninth| 1 3 45 b7 b9 C745b9: C E GE#BbD)
Ninth Sharp Fifth 13855679 cos: C E G#BbD
Ninth Flat Fifth Ta3l79 C9bs: C EGhBbD
Ninth Sharp Eleventh 135 b7 9 #11 cobi1: C EGBbID F#
Minor Ninth Major Seventh 163579 Cm9(maj7): C EbG B D
Thirteenth Flat Ninth 1 355b7b9 11* 13 | C13: CEGBbDbF A
Thirteenth Flat Five Flat Ninth| 1 3 b5 b7 59 11*13 | C13b5b9: C E GhBbDbF* A

In altered chords, the notes to be altered are always written as part of the chord name, enabling
you to construct the chord. For example, a Cm7§559 (not listed above) is a Cm7 chord with the
fifth sharpened (#5) and the ninth flattened (+9). When you are working out a suitable shape for
this chord, remember that the root note and/or the fifth note may be omitted.

Another type of alteration occurs when chord symbols are written thus:

Example 1: G/Ff bass
This indicates that a G chord is nlayed, but using an Ff note in the bass.

Example 2: C/G bass
This indicates a C chord with a G bass note.

-

Sometimes the word ‘bass’ will not be written (i.e. the symbol will be just G/F§ ), but the same
meaning is implied. These chords are often referred to as slash chords.



In sheet music notation, there is a lack of uniformity in writing chord symbols. For example the C
major seven chord can be written as “Cmaj7” (used in this book), “CA7" or “CM7”. The table
below outlines the. éymbols used in this book, together with correct pronunciation and alternative

symbols used for each chord type. - -

Symbols used

Name

in this Series Alternative Symbols
(None) ‘Major Maj, M

sus Suspended sus4

-5 Major Flat Five b5

add 9 Major Add Nine

m Minor min, mi,

+ Augmented 85, +5, aug

6 Major Six Maj6, A8, M6

6/9 Major Six Add Nine 6(add9), § ,Maj6(add9), M6(add9)
m& Minor Six mi6, min6

m6/9 Minor Six Add Nine mi6(addS), min6(add9), m6(add9)
7 Dominant Seven {Seventh) Dom7

7sus Seven Suspended sus7, 7sus4

m7 Minor Seven mi7, min7

m7b5 Minor Seven Flat Five 87, % dim7, mi7h5, min7b5, m7-5
© Diminished Seven 07, dim7, -7, dim

785 Seven Sharp Five +7,7+45

7b5 Seven Flat Five 7-5

maj7 Major Seven A7, M7

m(maj7) Minor Major Seven m(Maj7), m(A7), m(+7), mi(+7), mir:t +7)
7b9 Seven Flat Nine 7-9

745 b9 Seven Sharp Five, Flat Nine 7+5-9

MajS Major Nine A9, M9

m9 Minoi Nine mi9, ming, -9

945 Nine Sharp Five +9, 9+5

9bs Nire Flat Five 9-5

ot Nine Sharp Eleven 9+11

m9(maj7) Minor Nine Major Seven mo#7, minod7, mo(a7), m9(Maj7), mo(m7)
mi1 Minor Eleven mi11, min1t, -11

13 Thirteenth M13, M7(adds)

13b9 Thirteen Fiat Nine 13-9

13b5b9 Thirteen Flat Five Flat Nine 13-5:9

m1i3 Minor Thirteen mi13, min13, m7(adde), -13

In sheet music, chord symbols that indicate a specific bass note to play are sometimes used. For
example, C/G indicates a C chord with a G bass note (it may also be written C/G bass). The bass
note will not always be a note of the chord; for example, Am/G is an A minor chord with a G bass
note. This could also be called Am7.



